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INOFFICIALLY CONSOLIDATED TEXT
PROVINCIAL
 ASSEMBLY DECISION
ON THE ELECTION OF DEPUTIES TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE OF VOJVODINA

I BASIC PROVISIONS
Article 1
This Decision shall regulate the election and termination of terms of offices of Deputies of the Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (hereinafter: Deputies).
All nouns used in this Decision in male gender, shall at the same time cover female gender nouns.
Nouns denoting official positions and functions in bodies of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina shall be used in the form which shall express the sex of the person being their holder.
Article 2
Citizens shall elect Deputies on the basis of free, universal, equal and direct suffrage, by secret ballot.
Every citizen with suffrage and permanent residence in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (hereinafter: APV), shall have the right to vote and to stand as a candidate in elections for a Deputy to the Assembly.
Article 3
Every citizen of the Republic of Serbia over 18 years of age, having legal capacity and permanent residence in the territory of the APV (hereinafter: voter) shall have the right to vote for Deputies.
Every citizen of the Republic of Serbia over 18 years of age, having legal capacity and permanent residence in the territory of the APV may be elected Deputy.
Article 4
Nobody shall have the right, on any grounds, to prevent or force a citizen to vote, to hold them accountable for voting and to require declaring themselves about the person they voted for or reasons for not voting.
It shall be forbidden to collect signatures at a workplace, or to make any kind of pressure on citizens to support a candidate or an electoral list with their signatures.
Article 5
The Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (hereinafter: Assembly) shall be composed of 120 deputies, elected for a four-year term of office.
Article 6
The deputies in the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, as a single constituency, from political party lists (party electoral list), coalition of political parties or coalition of a political party and citizens’ group (coalition electoral list) or electoral lists of a citizens’ group (citizens’ group electoral list).
Article 7
A Deputy may not be an employee of a provincial authority. The employment relationship of a provincial authority employee shall be dormant as of the day of verification of his/her  term of office as a Deputy.
II CALLING FOR ELECTIONS
Article 8
Elections for Deputies shall be called by the President of the Assembly, 90 days prior to the expiry of the Assembly’s term of office, in order to ensure the completion of the elections in the next 60 days.
The Assembly President shall call for elections even before the deadline laid down in paragraph 1 of this Article, in instances of the early dissolution of the Assembly, in case when the Provincial Government is not elected within the time limit of 90 days after the constitution of the Assembly; in instance of a failure to constitute a new Provincial Government within 60 days from the day of the Government’s dissolution i.e. the day of taking note of the Government President’s resignation, pursuant to the Statute.
The Assembly President shall call for elections not later than 30 days from the day when a case referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article occurs.
The tenure of Deputies whose term of office is expiring shall terminate on the day of the constitution of the Assembly.
Article 9
Between the date of calling for elections and the Election Day no less than 30 and no more than 60 days may elapse.
The decision on calling for elections shall stipulate the date of the elections, as well as the start date for performing the electoral activities.
The decision on calling for elections shall be published in the “Official Journal of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina” (hereinafter: “APV Official Journal”)
Article 10
The day following the day of calling for elections for Deputies, the competent authority shall announce and inform voters that they may propose a registration in, additions or modifications to the electoral list, in the manner provided by law.
III AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING ELECTIONS
Article 11
Authorities responsible for conducting elections (hereinafter: electoral bodies) shall be the Provincial Election Commission and polling boards.
Provincial Election Commission shall be appointed for a four-year term of office.
Polling boards shall be appointed for every election.
Article 12
Members of the electoral bodies and their deputies must be entitled to vote and have a permanent residence in the territory of the APV.
The term of office of members of the electoral bodies and their deputies in these bodies shall cease once they accept the candidacy for Deputies.
Article 13
The electoral bodies shall be independent in their work and they shall act in accordance with the law, this Decision and other provisions enacted by virtue of the law and this Decision.
The electoral bodies shall decide by the majority vote of their members.
All the bodies and organisations shall be obliged to provide assistance to electoral bodies and provide them with the information necessary for their work.
Both members and deputy members of the electoral bodies may not be persons who are in the direct line of consanguinity, irrespective of the degree of kinship, nor in the collateral line up to the third degree of kinship nor in in-law kinship, up to the second degree, inclusive, nor spouses and persons who are in direct adoptive parent-adoptee or legal guardian-ward relationship.
If the electoral bodies have been set up contrary to the paragraph 4 of this Article, the aforementioned body shall be dissolved and elections, that is voting, shall be repeated.
Article 14
The electoral bodies shall operate in standing and expanded composition.
The right to appoint a member of the expanded composition of an electoral body shall belong to the nominator of a verified and proclaimed electoral list who has nominated at least half of the candidates out of the total number of Deputies being elected.
Two or more nominators of an electoral list may appoint a common accredited member to an electoral body.
Members of electoral bodies in the standing and expanded compositions shall have equal rights and duties within the electoral bodies.
Members of the electoral bodies shall have their deputies to whom all provisions of this Decision on election, rights and duties of the members of electoral bodies shall apply.
Article 15
Pursuant to Articles 14 and 17 of this Decision, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall pass a decision stipulating that the nominator of the electoral list meets the requirements for appointing its member, and his/her deputy, to the expanded composition of the Provincial Electoral Commission, within 48 hours from the proclamation of the electoral list.
The Decision of Eligibility or Ineligibility for appointing a representative of the nominator of the electoral list shall be delivered by the Provincial Electoral Commission to the nominator of the electoral list to the address specified in the electoral list, within 24 hours following the adoption of the Decision.
The nominator of the electoral list shall submit to the Provincial Electoral Commission the nomination of candidates for a member and his/her deputy in the expanded composition of the Provincial Electoral Commission within 48 hours following the receipt of the Decision of Eligibility for appointing a representative in the expanded composition of the Provincial Electoral Commission.
The representative of the nominator of the electoral list shall become a member of the expanded composition of the Provincial Electoral Commission, within 24 hours following adoption of the Decision.
The right to membership in the expanded composition of the Provincial Electoral Commission of the representatives of electoral list nominators shall cease on the day of certification of election results.
Termination of a member’s and his/her deputy’s right to membership in the expanded composition shall be confirmed by the Provincial Electoral Commission in a separate act.
Members of the expanded composition and their deputies need to hold Bachelor of Laws degrees.
Article 16
The Provincial Electoral Commission in its standing composition shall consist of the President and ten members.
The President of the Provincial Electoral Commission shall be appointed by the Assembly at the proposal of the President of the Assembly.
Members of the Provincial Electoral Commission shall be appointed by the Assembly, at the proposal of Assembly Deputies’ groups.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall have a Secretary who shall be the Assembly Secretary or his/her deputy. He/she shall take part in the activities of the Provincial Electoral Commission, without the right of decision-making.
The President of the Provincial Electoral Commission, its members and the Secretary shall have their deputies.
The President, members and the Secretary of the Provincial Electoral Commission, as well as their deputies, need to hold Bachelor of Laws degrees, with at least three years of professional experience.
The act on appointment of members of the Provincial Electoral Commission shall be published in the “APV Official Journal”.
Article 17
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall:
1. Ensure that the elections are carried out in accordance with this Decision,
2. Designate and announce polling stations in the “APV Official Journal",
3. Set up polling boards and appoint their members,
4. Determine the number of required ballot papers,
5. Organise technical preparations for the election of Deputies,
6. Supply data about the elections to the bodies in charge of data collection,
7. Coordinate activities of the electoral bodies and instruct them on carrying out the Deputies’ election procedure,
8. Prescribe forms relevant for the operation of electoral bodies, the method of providing data to the commission and adopt acts regulating election-related activities stipulated by this Decision,
9. Provide interpretation of the application of provisions of this Decision,
10. Certify and announce final election results,
11. Submit a report on the conducted elections to the Assembly,
12. Establish and announce the total number of voters,
13. Verify whether electoral lists have been compiled and submitted in accordance with this Decision,
14. Pass a decision on proclamation of the electoral list,
15. Pass a decision on proclamation of the collective electoral list,
16. Prepare and verify ballot papers,
17. Pass a decision on awarding seats to Deputies,
18. Prescribe the method of verifying the authentication of signatures and other data from the form referred to in Article 31 of this Decision,
19. Perform other duties laid down by this Decision.
Article 18
Election material shall be kept for at least four years.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall establish the method of handling and keeping the election material.
Article 19
The polling board shall directly manage the voting process in the elections, ensure regularity and confidentiality of voting and certify the voting results at the polling station.
On the election day, before the commencement of the voting process, a poling board shall verify whether the prepared election material for the given polling station is complete and proper, whether the polling station has been arranged in such a manner so as to ensure the secrecy of the vote and whether the voting may commence, which shall be entered into the record on their operation.
Standing members of the polling board shall be the President and at least two members who have their deputies.
The polling board shall be appointed no later than ten days prior to the date scheduled for the elections.
When elections for Members of the National Assembly and elections for councillors of municipal or city assemblies are held at the same time, polling board tasks pertaining to carrying out the election of Deputies to the Assembly may be performed by the polling boards established for the purpose of election of Members to the National Assembly or councillors to the municipal or city assemblies, if so provided for by an act of the Provincial Electoral Commission.
IV PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES ON ELECTORAL LISTS
Article 20
Nominators of lists of candidates, i.e. electoral lists, shall be entitled to use the mass media to inform the citizens of their manifestoes, activities and nominated candidates, in conformity with provisions of this Decision.
The mass media shall enable the candidates for Deputies, and/or their nominators, to present and elaborate on their election manifestoes, on an equal footing, ensuring a proportional and equal representation of candidates of all nominators.
Article 21
The election propaganda through the mass media and public gatherings and announcements of the election results forecasts shall be forbidden for 48 hours before the election day, as well as on the election day until the closure of polling stations.
V GENERAL PROVISIONS ON CARRYING OUT ELECTIONS
Article 22
A voter shall cast a ballot in person.
A voter shall cast a ballot at a polling station where he/she is registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll.
A voter may also vote outside the polling station where he/she is registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll, under conditions and in a manner laid down by law.
The method of voting outside the polling station and the number of voters who have cast their votes in this manner shall be entered into the record on operation of the polling board.
At the time of elections, citizens temporarily working or residing abroad shall vote at the polling station of their last permanent residence in the territory of the APV.
No later than ten days prior to the election day, the electoral commission shall announce which polling stations have been designated in the constituency, their ordinal numbers and areas from which voters shall cast their votes at these stations.
No later than five days prior to the election day, each voter shall receive a notification with the date and time of elections, the number and the address of the polling station and the number under which he/she has been registered in the excerpt from the electoral roll.
Separate room shall be designated for each polling station.
At the polling station itself and within 50-meter radius of the polling place, it shall be prohibited to display symbols of political parties or other political organisations, and other promotional materials.
At the polling station itself, it shall be forbidden to use mobile phones or other communication devices.
It shall be forbidden for all persons having no rights and duties laid down by this Decision to linger or remain longer than necessary at the polling station.
Article 23
Polling stations shall open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.
Voters who find themselves at the polling station at the moment of its closing, shall be allowed to vote.
Should any disorder occur at the polling station, the polling board may interrupt the voting until the order is restored. Duration of and reasons for the interruption of the voting process shall be entered into the records.
In cases when voting has been interrupted for more than an hour, due to disorders, the voting shall be prolonged for the period of duration of the disorder.
Article 24
During the voting process, all members of the polling board or their deputies need to be present.
The polling board shall examine the ballot box in the presence of the voter who is the first to arrive at the polling station. The examination result shall be entered in the control ballot paper to be signed by polling board members and the voter who has arrived first at the polling station.
The control ballot paper shall be cast into the ballot box, after which it shall be sealed up in the presence of the first-to-arrive voter, which shall be entered into the record on operation of the polling board.
After opening the ballot box, the first thing to check shall be whether there is the control ballot paper. If there is no control ballot paper inside the ballot box, the polling board shall be dismissed and a new one appointed, while voting at the given polling station shall be repeated.
The control ballot paper form and method of the ballot box sealing shall be prescribed by the Provincial Electoral Commission.
VI ELECTORAL LIST
A) NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES
Article 25
A candidate for a Deputy may be nominated by political parties, coalitions of several political parties, citizens’ groups, coalitions of political parties and citizens’ groups, provided they have been supported by signatures of at least 6000 voters per electoral list.
Within the meaning of this Decision, a citizens’ group shall be established by a written agreement of at least ten voters whose signatures must be authenticated by court and the group shall have a name.
Political parties of national minorities and coalitions of political parties of national minorities may nominate candidates for Deputies provided that they have been supported by signatures of at least 3000 voters per electoral list.
On behalf of a political party or a citizens’ group, the nomination referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article may only be submitted by a person authorised by the political party or the citizens’ group.
The nomination on behalf of the coalition referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be submitted by no more than two authorised persons.
Article 26
The electoral list shall be submitted to the Provincial Electoral Commission not later than 15 days prior to the day scheduled for elections.
The following documentation shall be attached to the electoral list submitted to the Provincial Electoral Commission:
1. certificate of suffrage for each candidate on the electoral list, stating the candidate’s name, surname, date of birth, occupation and the unique master citizen number,
2. the candidate’s written statement accepting the nomination,
3. candidate’s certificate of residence,
4. written consent of the list leader,
5. authorisation of persons submitting the electoral list,
6. certificate of nationality,
7. signatures of voters who have supported the electoral list concerned, verified by a notary public or at the municipal or city administration, and in the cities and municipalities for which no notaries public have been designated, at a basic court, a court unit, a basic court intake office, or at the municipal or city administration.
When the electoral list has been proposed by a coalition of several political parties or a coalition of political parties and a citizens’ group, a written coalition agreement regulating their mutual rights and responsibilities, particularly the method of allocating seats, shall be submitted together with the electoral list.
Article 27
The same person may be a candidate for a Deputy in one electoral list only.
Nominator of the electoral list shall determine the order of candidates on the list.
40% of the candidates in the electoral lists shall be of the less represented sex. At least two of every five candidates in the list according to their order (the first five candidates, the next five candidates and so on until the end of the list) shall be of the sex that is less represented in the list.
The electoral list that does not meet the requirements referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article shall be considered deficient to be proclaimed, and its nominator shall be instructed to rectify the deficiencies on the list in compliance with this Decision.
Should the nominator fail to eliminate the deficiencies referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall refuse to proclaim the electoral list, in accordance with this Decision.
Article 28
The submitter of the electoral list shall lose the right to nominate a new candidate, if, upon issuing the decision on proclaiming the electoral list, a candidate in the list is deprived of his/her legal capacity by a final court decision, loses the nationality of the Republic of Serbia, renounces his/her candidacy, or in case of death.
The candidate who is the next in the list shall take the position in the electoral list of the candidate referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.
Article 29
The submitter of the electoral list may withdraw the list no later than by the day of establishing a collective electoral list.
The withdrawal of the electoral list shall imply cessation of the function of the representative of the list’s submitter in all electoral bodies, as well as termination of all rights to which they are entitled in this capacity, under provisions of this Decision.
Article 30
The title of an electoral list shall be determined based on the name of the political party submitting the list, and it may include the first and last name of the person designated as the leader of the electoral list by his/her political party.
Should two or more political parties submit a joint electoral list, the title of the electoral list and at least two leaders of the electoral list shall be determined by mutual consent of the parties concerned.
In addition to the title of a citizens’ group’s electoral list, the submitter shall give a more specific appellation to the list, and the title may include the first and last name of the person designated as a leader of the electoral list by the citizens’ group.
The person designated as the electoral list leader may be a candidate for a Deputy.
Article 31
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall prescribe the outline and content of the form for signatures of voters supporting the electoral list and make it available to the election participants within five days from the day scheduled for the commencement of election activities.
The submitter of an electoral list shall appoint authorised persons to collect signatures of voters supporting the electoral list and issue to them a special authorisation to collect signatures. 
The authorisation form for persons referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article shall be prescribed by the Provincial Electoral Commission.
A voter may support by his/her signature the only one nominator’s electoral list.
Article 32
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall proclaim the party electoral list, coalition electoral list or the electoral list of a citizens’ group, immediately upon the receiving the electoral list and pertaining documents, not later than 24 hours following the receipt of the electoral list.
The decision on the proclamation of the electoral list referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be delivered to the submitter by the Provincial Electoral Commission, without delay.
Article 33
If the Provincial Electoral Commission determines that the electoral list has not been submitted by due date, it shall issue a decision on rejecting the list.
If the electoral commissions determines that an electoral list contains deficiencies constituting a hindrance to proclaiming an electoral list in accordance with this Decision, it shall pass a conclusion, within 24 hours following receipt of the electoral list, instructing thereby the submitter of the electoral list to rectify the deficiencies within 48 hours following delivery of the conclusion concerned. The conclusion shall concurrently indicate to the electoral list submitter the activities to be undertaken in order to rectify the deficiencies.
Once the Provincial Electoral Commission determines that the electoral list deficiencies have not been rectified, or that they have not been rectified within the specified time limit, it shall take a decision in the following 24 hours rejecting proclamation of the electoral list.
Article 34
The collective electoral list shall be determined by the Provincial Electoral Commission and it shall contain all electoral lists, including personal names of all candidates and data pertaining to the date of birth, occupation and place of permanent residence.
The order of electoral lists on the collective electoral list, including the images of all candidates, shall be established according to the order of their proclamation.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall publish the collective electoral list in the “APV Official Journal”.
Each submitter of the electoral list shall be entitled, within 48 hours from the day of publishing the collective electoral list, to carry out inspection, through the person they authorised, of all submitted electoral lists and enclosed documents.
B) CONDUCTING ELECTIONS
Article 35
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall prepare the election material in due time (required number of ballot papers, special official envelopes for voting, polling board records form, etc.) and submit it to polling boards not later than 48 hours before the election day.
Article 36
Ballot papers shall be prepared and verified by the Provincial Electoral Commission.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall establish the total number of ballot papers that shall be equal to the number of voters registered in the municipal electoral register.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall determine the number of spare ballot papers that may not exceed 0.3% of the total number of ballot papers.
Ballot papers shall be printed in one location.
A submitter of the electoral list shall propose to the Provincial Electoral Commission name of the person authorised to monitor printing, counting, packing of ballot papers and delivery thereof to the authorities in charge of carrying out elections.
In municipalities where languages and scripts of national minorities are in official use, ballot papers shall be printed bilingually or multilingually.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall specify the form and appearance of ballot papers, method and control of printing thereof, delivery and handling of ballot papers.
Article 37
The ballot paper shall contain:
1. Ordinal number placed in front of the title of the electoral list,
2. Titles of electoral lists, according to the order determined on the collective electoral list, including the personal name of the first candidate in the list,
3. A notice explaining that votes should be cast for only one electoral list, by encircling the ordinal number in front of the title of this list or the title of the electoral list.
Article 38
The collective electoral list, with titles of electoral lists and names of all candidates, shall be visibly displayed at the polling station during balloting.
Content, form and method of displaying the collective electoral list referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be prescribed by the Provincial Electoral Commission.
Article 39
Representatives of submitters of electoral lists and candidates for Deputies shall have the right of access to election material.
The inspection shall be carried out in official facilities of the Provincial Electoral Commission, within two days following the election day.
Article 40
A voter may cast his/her vote for only one of the electoral lists on the ballot paper.
Voting shall be performed by encircling the ordinal number in front of the title of the electoral list for which the vote shall be cast or by encircling the title of the electoral list.
C) ESTABLISHING ELECTION RESULTS
Article 41
Upon the conclusion of voting, the polling board shall commence the process of establishing the voting results at the polling station.
The polling board shall establish the number of unused ballot papers and place them in a separate envelope which shall be affixed with a seal, and bearing a note stating that it contains unused ballot papers.
On the basis of the electoral roll excerpts, the polling board shall establish the total number of voters who have cast their votes.
Once the ballot box is opened and the control ballot paper is examined, valid ballot papers shall be separated from the invalid ones.
The polling board shall confirm the number of invalid ballot papers, enter the number in the records and place invalid ballot papers inside a separate envelope affixed with a seal and with a note on the envelope stating that it contains invalid ballot papers, after which it shall establish the number of valid ballot papers and the number of votes won by each electoral list, which shall also be entered into the records.
The valid ballot papers shall be placed in a separate envelope with the note on it stating that it contains valid ballot papers and it shall then be affixed with a seal.
An invalid ballot paper shall be the one that has not been filled in, that has been filled in such a way which makes it impossible to determine the electoral list for which the vote has been cast, and the ballot paper on which more than one electoral list has been circled.
When the name and surname of the first candidate on the list has been circled or the title or a part of the title of the electoral list has been circled, and/or if both the ordinal umber and the title of the electoral list and the name and surname of the first candidate are circled, such a ballot paper shall be deemed valid.
In case it has been established that the number of ballot papers inside the ballot box is larger than the number of voters who have cast their votes or in case the control ballot paper has not been found inside the ballot box, the polling board shall be dismissed and a new one appointed, while voting at such a polling station shall be repeated.
Article 42
Once the voting results are established, the polling board shall enter into the records of their activities the following: the number of the received ballot papers; the number of unused ballot papers; the number of invalid ballot papers; the number of the valid ballot papers; the number of votes won by each electoral list; the number of voters according to the electoral roll excerpt and the number of voters who have cast their votes.
The polling board shall also enter into the records of their activities remarks and opinions of the polling board members, submitters of electoral lists and joint representatives of electoral list submitters, as well as other facts of relevance to the voting process.
The polling board records shall be signed by all polling board members.
Article 43
The records of the polling board activities shall be made on the prescribed form and printed in six copies.
In municipalities where languages and scripts of national minorities are in official use, the records of the polling board activities shall be printed bilingually or multilingually.
The first copy of the records together with the established election material shall be delivered to the Provincial Electoral Commission.
The second copy of the records shall be displayed at the polling station for public scrutiny.
The remaining four copies of the records shall be handed over immediately to the representatives of submitters of electoral lists that have won the largest number of votes at that polling station if the submitter of the electoral list has a representative in the polling board, while in case no such representative is present, a copy of the records from the Provincial Electoral Commission may be taken over by the representative within 12 hours.
Article 44
Upon establishing the voting results, the polling board shall, without delay and no later than within 18 hours upon closing of the polling station, deliver to the Provincial Electoral Commission the records on establishing the voting results at the polling satiation concerned, electoral roll excerpt, valid ballot papers in a separate sealed envelope, unused ballot papers in a separate sealed envelope, invalid ballot papers in a separate sealed envelope, as well as the remaining election material.
Article 45
Within 96 hours following the closure of polling stations, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall enter into records the following: the total number of voters registered in the electoral roll; the number of voters who have cast their votes at polling stations; the total number of ballot papers received in polling stations; the total number of unused ballot papers; the total number of invalid ballot papers; the total number of valid ballot papers; and the number of votes won by each electoral list individually.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall establish the election results and make separate records thereof.
Article 46
Submitters of electoral lists may register a specific person with the Provincial Electoral Commission who shall be entitled to be present during statistical processing of the data at the Provincial Electoral Commission.
Article 47
Each electoral list shall be entitled to the number of seats proportionate to the number of votes won.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall establish the number of seats belonging to each electoral list.
Electoral lists that have won at least 3% of votes out of the total number of votes cast shall be eligible for allocation of seats.
Political parties of national minorities and coalitions of political parties of national minorities shall participate in the allocation of seats even if they have won less than 3% of the total number of votes cast, so that when the highest quotients system is applied to the allocation of seats, the quotients of all electoral lists of national minority political parties and coalitions of national minority political parties shall increase by 35%.
A political party of a national minority, within the meaning of paragraph 4 of this Article, shall be the party for which the Provincial Electoral Commission has established that its main objective is to represent and advocate the interests of the national minority and to protect and improve the rights of the national minority members, in accordance with international legal standards.
Whether the submitter of an electoral list holds a status of a national minority political party or a coalition of national minority political parties, within the meaning of paragraph 4 of this Article, shall be subject to a special decision of the Provincial Electoral Commission issued when proclaiming the electoral list, at the proposal of the submitter of the electoral list that needs to be put forth when submitting the electoral list.
The Provincial Electoral Commission may request an opinion of the competent National Council of the national minority on whether the submitter of the electoral list is a national minority political party or a coalition of national minority political parties.
Article 48
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall allocate seats by applying the highest quotient system.
The seats shall be allocated by dividing the total number of votes won by each electoral list by numbers from one to 120 inclusive.
The resulting quotients shall be classified by value and 120 highest quotients shall be taken into consideration. Each electoral list shall be entitled to the number of seats proportional to its share of quotients.
If two or more electoral lists have gained the same quotients, on the basis of which they have been awarded one seat and there are no more unallocated seats, the seat shall be awarded to the list that has won higher number of votes in total.
If none of the electoral lists has won at least 3% of votes, the allocation shall be carried out in a manner specified in paragraphs 1 to 3 of this Article.
Article 49
Seats belonging to a certain electoral list shall be awarded to the candidates from this list, in accordance with the provisions of this Decision.
Within no more than ten days following the day of establishing election results, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall allocate all the seats won by an electoral list to the candidates in this list, according to their order in the list, starting from the first candidate in the list.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall issue a certificate of election to the elected Deputy.
The candidate who has been awarded a seat pursuant to provisions under paragraph 2 of this Article, may, prior to verification of the term of office, submit to the Provincial Electoral Commission a statement of non-acceptance of the term of office. The statement of non-acceptance of the term of office shall be certified by the competent authority in charge of certification of signatures and submitted in person, within three days following the day of certification.
In the case referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall award the seat to the first following candidate in the same electoral list who has not been awarded a seat of a Deputy.
In the case referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, if the statement of non-acceptance of the term of office has been submitted by a candidate from the coalition electoral list, the Provincial Electoral Commission shall award the seat to the first following candidate in the electoral list, who has not been awarded a seat and who is a member of the same political party and/or a citizens’ group. If there is no such candidate, the seat shall be awarded to the first next candidate from the same coalition electoral list, who has not been awarded a seat of a Deputy.
D) REPEATED ELECTIONS
Article 50
Repeated elections shall be carried out if the Provincial Electoral Commission or the competent court of Serbia declare the elections null and void due to irregularities in the process of conducting the elections, in cases laid down by this Decision.
If the elections have been declared null and void at a certain polling station, voting shall be repeated only at the polling station concerned.
At the polling stations where election procedure has not been carried out in accordance with this Decision, the elections shall be repeated within seven days following the moment of establishing irregularities in the election procedure, in a manner and in line with the procedure laid down for the purpose of conducting elections.
The repeated elections shall be called for by the Provincial Electoral Commission.
The repeated elections shall be carried out according to the electoral list established for the elections declared null and void, except in cases when elections have been declared null and void due to irregularities in establishing the electoral list.
In cases of repeated elections, final election results shall be established upon the completion of the repeated voting.
Article 51
Pursuant to provisions of this Decision, when a Deputy’s term of office terminates before the expiry of the period to which he/she has been elected, the seat shall be awarded to a new Deputy, in a manner laid down by this Article.
Pursuant to provisions of this Decision, when a Deputy’s term of office terminates before the expiry of the period to which he/she has been elected, the seat shall be awarded to the first following candidate in the same electoral list who has not been awarded the seat of the Deputy.
When term of office of a Deputy, elected from the coalition electoral list, terminates before the expiry of the period to which the/she has been elected, the seat shall be awarded to the first following candidate in the electoral list, who has not been awarded the seat and who is a member of the same political party, and/or a citizens’ group. If there is no such candidate, the seat shall be awarded to the first next candidate in the same coalition electoral list, who has not been awarded a seat of a Deputy.
A candidate who has been awarded a Deputy’s seat, but whose term of office has terminated due to assuming a position of a member of the Provincial Government, shall be awarded the seat again, within the same term of office of the Assembly, under the following conditions:
- the candidate’s position of the member of the Provincial Government has ceased;
- there is a vacant Deputy’s seat belonging to the same electoral list;
- the candidate has submitted to the Provincial Electoral Commission a request for awarding Deputy’s seats. 
When a Deputy’s term of office terminates before the expiry of the period to which he/she has been elected, as in cases referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, and the electoral list from which the candidate has been elected has no other candidates for whom the submitter of the electoral list has not been awarded a seat, the seat shall belong to the submitter of the electoral list who has the next highest quotient for which they have not been awarded a seat.
The new Deputy’s term of office shall last until the expiration of the term of office of the Deputy whose term of office has terminated.
In cases referred to in paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 of this Article, prior to the verification of terms of offices, candidates shall be required to provide a written statement of acceptance of the term of office.
VII ESTABLISHING AND ANNOUNCING THE OVERALL ELECTION RESULTS
Article 52
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall establish and announce the overall election results within 96 hours following the termination of voting.
The overall election results shall be published in the “APV Official Journal”.
VIII TERMINATION OF TERM OF OFFICE
Article 53
A Deputy’s term of office shall terminate prior to the expiry of the period to which he/she was elected:
1. By resignation;
2. If he/she has been convicted to an unconditional imprisonment of at least six months’ duration in a final court decision;
3. If he/she been deprived of legal capacity in a final court decision;
4. By assuming a duty, and/or a function, defined by law and/or this Decision as incompatible with the function of a Deputy;
5.  If no longer having permanent residence on the territory of the Province;
6. By loss of citizenship;
7. In case of death.
A Deputy shall personally tender his/her resignation, certified by the competent authority in charge of certification of signatures, to the President of the Assembly, within three days following the day of certification.
A Deputy’s term of office shall terminate on the day of occurrence of cases referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.
The day of the termination of a Deputy’s term of office shall be confirmed by the Assembly at its first following session upon the receipt of the notification of reasons for terminating the Deputy’s term of office.
IX PROTECTION OF SUFFRAGE
Article 54
Competent electoral bodies shall keep the voters informed about their rights to vote and methods of protection of those rights, during the election procedure.
Article 55
Every voter, candidate or a submitter of an electoral list shall be entitled to file a complaint to the Provincial Electoral Commission about the infringement of the right to vote or election procedure.
A complaint about a decision, action or a mistake of a polling board shall be submitted to the Provincial Electoral Commission.
The complaint shall be filed within 24 hours following the issuing of the decision or performing the action which the complainant considers irregular, or following the moment the mistake occurred.
Article 56
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall issue a decision within 48 hours following the receipt of the complaint and deliver it to the complainant.
If the Provincial Electoral Commission accepts the complaint, it shall revoke the decision or action.
If the Provincial Electoral Commission fails to issue a decision on the complaint within time limits provided for in this Decision, the complaint shall be considered accepted.
Article 57
An appeal may be filed to the competent court against the decision of the Provincial Electoral Commission refusing or rejecting the complaint, even against the decision accepting the complaint.
The appeal shall be filed through the Provincial Electoral Commission within 48 hours following the receipt of the decision.
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall submit the appeal and all the required documents to the competent court, within 24 hours following the receipt of the appeal.
Article 58
If the court accepts the appeal, the relevant election procedure, i.e. the elections, shall be repeated within 10 days.
X OBSERVERS
Article 59
Interested representatives of national non-governmental organisations, other states, relevant international organisations, national and international media (hereinafter: observers) may monitor the entire course of elections, activities of electoral bodies and establishment of the election results.
Article 60
Electoral bodies shall enable observers to monitor the course of elections and activities of the electoral bodies, and their presence shall be entered in the records.
Article 61
Observers may observe the activities of electoral bodies, without having the right to participate in them.
Article 62
The Provincial Electoral Commission shall adopt an Instruction on the method of implementing provisions of Articles 59 to 61 of this Decision.
XI COSTS OF CONDUCTING ELECTIONS
Article 63
Funds for the operation of electoral bodies, for election material and other election costs shall be provided in the Provincial Budget, within the limits of funds allocated in the budget of the Assembly.
Petitions and actions during the election procedures shall be tax free.
XII PENAL PROVISIONS
Article 64
The organisation acting contrary to the provisions of Article 21 of this Decision shall be fined from RSD 5000 to RSD 50,000 for the offence.
For the offence referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the responsible person from the organisation shall be fined from RSD 250 to RSD 25, 000.
For the offence referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the person who has announced the election results forecasts or previous election results shall be fined from RSD 250 to RSD 25, 000.
Article 65
A fine amounting from RSD 5000 to RSD 500,000 shall be imposed for an offence on the political party or another political organisation (or another legal entity) that has displayed symbols of political parties or other political organisations, as well as other promotional materials, contrary to the provisions of Article 22 paragraph 9 of this Decision.
For the offences referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the responsible person from the political organisation (or another legal entity) shall be fined from RSD 250 to RSD 25, 000.
Article 66
A fine amounting from RSD 250 to RSD 25, 000 shall be imposed for an offence on the person who has used a mobile phone or any other communication devices at the polling station (Article 22, paragraph 10 of this Decision).
Article 67
A fine amounting from RSD 250 to RSD 25, 000 shall be imposed for an offence on the person who has lingered or remained longer than necessary at the polling station without having any rights and duties laid down by this Decision (Article 22, paragraph 11 of this Decision).
XIII TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 68
The Provincial Assembly Decision on the Election of Deputies to the Assembly of AP Vojvodina (“Official Journal of AP Vojvodina”, no.3/2012) shall cease to have effect as from the date on which this Decision enters into force.
Article 69
The Provincial Assembly Decision on Electoral Units for the Election of Deputies to the Assembly of AP Vojvodina (“Official Journal of AP Vojvodina”, no.12/2004, 16/2004-corrigendum and 18/2009-change of the name of the act) shall cease to have effect as from the date on which this Decision enters into force.
Article 70
This Decision shall enter into force on the eighth day following that of its publication in “the Official Journal of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodine”.
*

*

*

AUTHENTIC INTERPRETATION OF THE PROVISION OF ARTICLE 47 PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY DECISION ON
THE ELECTION OF DEPUTIES TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE OF VOJVODINA 

(‘OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF APV’ NO. 23/14 and 12/20)
Provision of Article 47, paragraph 4 of the Provincial Assembly Decision on the Election of Deputies to the Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina reads as follows:
“Political parties of national minorities and coalitions of political parties of national minorities shall participate in the allocation of seats even if they have won less than 3% of the total number of votes cast, so that when the highest quotients system is applied to the allocation of the seats, the quotients of all electoral lists of national minority political parties and coalitions of national minority political parties shall increase by 35%.”
This provision should be understood in such a manner so that the rule based on which quotients of electoral lists of national minority political parties and coalitions of national minority political parties increase by 35%, refers only to the lists of those national minority political parties and coalitions of national minority political parties that have won less than 3% of the votes.
This authentic interpretation shall be published in the ‘Official Journal of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina’.
� ‘Official Journal of APV’, Number 23/14, 12/20 and 14/20 – authentic interpretation and 25/20





